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HARKER HEIGHTS  
Development Opportunity Awaits! 

Why Your Business 

Needs to be in 

Harker Heights:  

¶ Growing Population 

¶ Commercial Boom 

¶ Great Traffic Counts 

¶ Excellent Infrastructure 

¶ Pro-development Munici-

pality 
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HARKER HEIGHTS ñGET HERE  
The City of Harker Heights is a dynamic, actively growing community located in what  

ranks as the fifth fastest growing Metropolitan Statistical Area in the State of Texas 

(source:  POLICOM Crop study).  Harker Heights has experienced historic residen-

tial growth over the past few years.  In a response to these rooftops, the City is cur-

rently undergoing record commercial growth.  Businesses such as Razzooõs Cajun 

Café, Super Wal-Mart, Target, Barnes and Noble, Cinemark, Furniture Row, and 

Cracker Barrell (just to name a few) have recently located or are building in Heights.   

 
These businesses didnõt arrive in Harker Heights by happenstance.   They did their 

homework on the local demographics and spending patternsñand they all came to 

the same conclusionñHarker Heights is the place to be!  Given the overwhelming 

vote of approval that these new businesses have given Harker Heights, the question 

for you is why is your business not operating in Harker Heights?  No matter what 

your tradeñresidential building, service industry, or retailð Harker Heights provides 

fertile ground for your business.  Imagine your business being in the middle of a trade 

area (30 minute drive time) in excess of 295,000 people with an average income level 

of over $58,000.00.   

 
Direct Development recognized this potential and 

are now completing construction on an 80 acre de-

velopment that will contain stores that will draw 

consumers regionally.  The numbers all add upña 

great development opportunity awaits your compa-

ny in Harker Heights, Texas.   

 
This document contains some information on the 

City of Harker Heights in relation to economic de-

velopment.  This material is just the tip of the ice-

berg however when it comes to information about 

our area.  The Cityõs website, www.ci.harker-

heights.tx.us, has an economic development 

webpage which provides a wealth of information to 

prospective businesses.  We are also here to serve 

you and to answer any questions that you may have.  

Contact us at (254) 953-5636 or tgarcia@ci.harker-

heights.tx.us.  We look forward to having you in 

Harker Heights soon!  

A trade area in excess of 

295,000 people awaits your 

business! 
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NEW DEMOGRAHPICS AND SPENDING STUDY!  

The City recently contracted with GeoMarket Solutions, Inc., to provide an updated demographic and 

spending analysis for the City.  ESRIõs Business Analyst software was utilized to study a set of economic 

factors for the City.  Findings from this report show the great opportunities for business success in 

Harker Heights.  Some of the findings from this exciting report can be found below.  A snapshot of the 

findings can be found on the Cityõs Economic Development webpage under the òEconomic Development 

Dashboardó link.  A detailed report is also provided on our website. 

  0 ð 10 minutes 0 ð 20 minutes 0 ð 30 minutes 

Population 95,872 201,854 296,746 

Households 36,491 67,195 104,156 

Avg. Income $57,509 $55,451 $58,275 
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TREMENDOUS RESIDENTIAL GROWTH  

The City of Harker Heights, historically a bedroom community serving the greater Fort Hood area, 

has witnessed tremendous residential growth.  The City has processed 2,806 residential permits since 

2003.  A breakdown of residential permits by year is presented in this table: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These figures do not include the rapid growth within the City of Killeen 

with which the City of Harker Heights shares a common boundary.  All 

told, the City of Harker Heights population is now in excess of 27,855.  

Combined with the City of Killeen, the population served by commercial 

centers within Harker Heights exceeds 140,000.  The City of Harker 

Heights has strategically located,  developable commercial lots.  These 

lots offer unique opportunities for your business to reach this large, and 

growing population.   

YEAR PERMITS 

2003-2004 724 

2005-2006 1185 

2007 329 

2008 226 

2009 177 

2010 to date 165 

The City has experienced 

historic residential growth.  

BOOMING COMMERCIAL INTEREST  

The City of Harker Heights is witnessing a historic period of commercial interest in the City.    The-

se businesses serve the local population as well as draw in people from all over the Central Texas 

area.  A few of the new or soon to be constructed businesses include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Corresponding to both 

the residential and com-

mercial growth within the 

City, traffic counts have 

grown.  Some of the key 

traffic points and counts 

are presented here 

(Traffic Counts are from 

April, 2008): 

¶ US 190 at Western 

City Limitsñ60,585 

vehicles 

¶ US 190 at Eastern 

City Limitsñ41,671 

vehicles 

¶ FM 2410 just north of 

US 190ñ15,731 

¶ FM 2410 just south of 

US 190ñ25,125 

¶ Indian Trail just north 

of US 190ñ13,271 

¶ Indian Trail just south 

of US 190ñ12,472 

A detailed traffic count 

listing complete with map 

is included on the eco-

nomic development page 

of our website:  

www.ci.harker-heights.tx.us. 

 

 

 

Gross retail sales with-

in the City of Harker 

Heights grew by over 

$65,697,198 or 19% 

between 2005 and 

2006.  Your business 
can benefit from this 

retail activity. 

Traffic Counts  

Retail Sales Grow Exponentially  

Direct Development Chooses Harker Heights 

Café among others.    

Cinemark was the first  

business to open within 

the complex in May of 

2008.  Target and other 

stores are scheduled for 

an opening in July of 

2008.   Bobby Dillard, 

Senior Associate/

Development, Direct De-

velopment states òWe are 

thrilled to have made a 

strategic investment  in 

Direct Development is 

currently developing a 

650,000 plus square foot 

retail center within the 

City of Harker Heights.  

This development covers 

80 acres of land and will 

be anchored by a Target 

store.  Key retailers in-

clude Barnes and Noble, 

Dicks Sporting Goods, 

Cracker Barrel, Ched-

dars, and Razzooõs Cajun 

òWe couldnõt 

ask for  a more 

òPro Businessó 

environment.ó 

Bobby Dillard 

Senior 

Associate/

Development 

Direct  

Development 
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Commercial Sites 

Within the City of 

Harker Heights 

have Excellent  

Traffic Counts  

Retail Sales  

are  

Rapidly  

Increasing  

Harker Heights Gross Retail Sales 

(All Trades)
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Harker Heights and the 

surrounding area; positive 

growth trends and econom-

ic fundamentals of this 

magnitude are what we 

search for in a partnering 

municipality.ó  The Cityõs 

development team òhave 

been a joy to work 

with.  We couldnõt ask for a 

more òPro Businessó envi-

ronment. ò  



The City of Harker 

Heights has been prepar-

ing for years for the cur-

rent and future residen-

tial and commercial 

growth that will occur 

within the City.  The City 

has quality municipal wa-

ter infrastructure and 

ample raw water supplies.  

The Cityõs wastewater 

network is also of high 

quality and the Cityõs 

wastewater treatment 

plant has adequate capaci-

ty.   The City builds and 

maintains an efficient net-

work of roads.  The City 

has also worked closely 

with the Texas Depart-

ment of Transportation 

to make improvements 

to state roads that trav-

erse the City.  The City 

has developed master 

plans to help guide infra-

structure capital improve-

ments into the future.  

The City has also worked 

closely with private utility 

providers such as Oncor, 

CenturyLink, Time 

Warner Cable, and At-

mos to ensure that the 

services provided by the-

se utilities are adequate 

for the amount of growth 

that has and will occur 

within Harker Heights.   

¶ Steve Philen  
Fire Marshall 

PH 254-699-2688 
sphilen@ci.harker-heights.com 

 

¶ Tommy Garcia  
Director of Planning and Development 

PH 254-953-5646 
tgarcia@ci.harker-heights.tx.us 

 

 

UTILITY COMPANY  

CONTACTS  

 

TXU ñBruce Lumpkins 

PH 254-554-2223 

CITY CONTACTS  
 

¶ Steve Carpenter  
City Manager 

PH 254-953-5611 
scarpenter@ci.harker-heights.tx.us 
 

¶ Mark Hyde  
Public Works Director 

PH 254-953-5649 

mhyde@ci.harker-heights.tx.us 

 

¶ David Kingsley  
Building Official 

PH 254-953-5648 
dkingsley@ci.harker-heights.com 

 
CenturyLink ñDarrell Jack-

son 

PH 254-690-9352 

 

Time Warner ñDale Norris 

PH 254-634-3145 

Or  

254-761-3810 

 

Atmos ñAllen Clark 

PH 254-953-1601 

Or 

254-217-0448 

Infrastructure  

Key Contacts 

Locating a Site for your Business 

tact information for these 

vacant properties, active 

residential development, 

proposed residential de-

velopment, key traffic 

counts, and wet/dry areas 

of the City.  Some of the 

properties displayed are 

already under develop-

ment but pad sites may 

still be available.  This 

map is located on the 

Economic Development 

section of website at: 

www.ci.harker-heights.tx.us  

The city also provides an 

area in the Economic De-

velopment section of the 

website for realtors to 

place information about 

vacant commercial prop-

erties. 

Commercial sites within 

the City of Harker 

Heights are excellently 

located to put your busi-

ness where it needs to be 

in relation to a growing 

population.  Along this 

note, the City of Harker 

Heights prepares an Eco-

nomic Development map 

that displays vacant com-

mercial properties, con-

òWe are here to 

walk you through 

the entire 

process.ó 

 
Steve Carpenter  

City Manager  
City of Harker Heights  

 

on the 

development of 

new commercial 

properties  
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Harker Heights  

City Staff are  
Committed to  

Assisting  

Businesses 

Infrastructure is 

in place and 

waiting for your 

business 


